
 

 

 

 

Urgent Applications 
 

 

There are some instances when an urgent application to Court is required.  This could be 

within matrimonial, children or injunction proceedings. 

 

Urgent hearings can take place either with or without notice to the other party.  When notice 

is given, the hearing will simply take place in the normal way with both parties attending 

and having an opportunity to address the Judge. 

 

However, in some instances, a hearing must take place without notice being given to the 

other party.  These are often known as ‘Ex parte’ hearings. 

 

Why Ex parte? 

 

The Court will only grant Orders on a without notice basis where it considers that it is ‘just 

and convenient’ to do so. The Court will take into account all circumstances including: 

 

 any risk of significant harm to you or a relevant child, attributable to conduct of the 

Respondent, if the Order is not made immediately; 

 

 whether it is likely that you will be deterred or prevented from pursuing the 

application if the Order is not made immediately; and 

 

 whether there is reason to believe that the other party is aware of the proceedings 

but is deliberately evading service and you or a relevant child will be seriously 

prejudiced by the delay would evade service and delay in effecting service will 

seriously prejudice you or a relevant child. 

During a without notice hearing, the Judge will hear your reasons for making the application 

without informing the other party and may make the Order you request or may postpone 

making the Order until they have also heard from the other party. Even if the Court makes 

the Order you have requested, it will usually set a date for a further full hearing to decide 

whether or not the Order should continue. The other party will be informed of this hearing 

date and asked to attend the hearing to put forward their views.  

 

The Court is generally reluctant to grant Orders where the other party has been given no 

notice and the other party must be afforded an opportunity to make representations if they 

wish relating to the Order at a full hearing. 

 

 
 

To find out more, please refer to the information sheets  
which can be found on our website under Resources.  
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